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1  “Training on the Law of armed conflict (LOAC) employs different rationales to motivate soldiers and to 

induce their compliance with LOAC rules. Of these, none is as controversial, or as potentially contradictory, 
as the Golden Rule. This article analyzes the role of the Golden Rule in historical and contemporary LOAC 
training material, including manuals, pamphlets, circulars, and films. Research findings suggest that the 
Golden Rule message corresponds with changes in military training and doctrine that emerged as a result of 
Vietnam War violations. Furthermore, the Golden Rule is conceptually dynamic, having both positive and 
negative formulations that are tied to the larger concept of reciprocity. This article concludes with a 
discussion of possible contradictory interpretations of the Golden Rule and prospects for future research. 
Since this is the first systematic examination of the Golden Rule in LOAC training material, the author hopes 
that it will provide a foundation for further dialogue and research.” 

2  “This paper focuses on the dynamics of ethical perspectives that embody the Golden Rule of Morality. 
Based on critical analysis of this rule in various cultural and religious contexts, but also from the perspective 
of humanism, the author presents its paradoxical character, the essence of which is interpreted here in 
terms of a pointer to metaphysical reality. It turns out that social conditionality, as well as the self-
referential concept as a starting point of any ethical reasoning, are serious epistemological challenges for 
the application of the Golden Rule in the position of universal normativity that this study addresses. On the 
other hand, Judeo-Christian cosmology and the related basis for ethical foundations is presented here as an 
inspirational space of ethical reasoning in which the paradoxical character of the Golden Rule becomes 
rather an indicator of a deeper meta-ethical interpretation of one’s own particular ethical attitudes and 
outcomes than a practical guide to the discovery of ethical universals.” 
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3  Inhalt: Vorwort. Einleitung: Was ist die „Goldene Regel“ überhaupt? A. Staunen – Die Goldene Regel als 

moralisches Weltkulturerbe. 1. Die Wiederentdeckung der Goldenen Regel in der Politik. 2. Die Goldene Re-
gel im Alltag der Menschen. 3. Die Goldene Regel in den Religionen. 4. Die Goldene Regel in der philo-
sophischen Ethik. B. Verstehen – Reflexionen und Diskussionen über die Goldene Regel. 5. Klärende Fragen 
zur Goldenen Regel. 6. Die Goldene Regel als Maxime der moralischen Mitte. C. Handeln – Wie wir mit der 
Goldenen Regel leben können. 7. Die Goldene Regel im Dialog der Religionen. 8. Die Goldene Regel im Pri-
vat- und Berufsleben. 9. Die Goldene Regel in der Schule. 10. Global relevante Werte im Licht der Goldenen 
Regel. Nachwort: Warum sollten wir nach der Goldenen Regel leben? Endnoten. Literaturverzeichnis. Ver-
zeichnis der Abbildungen. Namensregister. 
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